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Boy Scouts Luke Mains & Nat
Inglis placing historical
society’s “memory bricks” at
the JFK Gazebo Park that was
once the Morris Canal Basin.

IN MEMORIAM

JOHN T. CUNNINGHAM
1916-2012

A great New Jersey Historian

IN MEMORIAM

Edith Varga, former treasurer
of the Dover Area Historical
Society. Donations to the
“First Memorial Deacons
Fund,” 51 W. Blackwell St.,
Dover

Dover First In USA For Civil Defense

A 1941U.S.Army Report Rated Dover #| In The Nation

By S. Ralph Cohen

DOVER-When a
U. S. Army survey was
conducted in 1941, it revealed
that Dover, New Jersey had
developed the best Civilian
Defense organization in Ameri-
ca. When the news broke, none
of the 20,000 people living in
this boom-town, power-house
area on the East Coast was
surprised.

Doverites and those
living in the area had long
known what it was like living
on the edge of a volcano. To
the rest of New Jersey’s cities,
disaster was only a news broad-
cast on the radio, but Dover had
seen its fair share of the dead,
injured and the shattered carried
through her streets. For the
first time in a quarter of a cen-
tury, the rest of America was
beginning to learn of the dread
import of a casualty list. There
were many a Dover wife who
kissed her man goodbye as he
went off to work one morning
at the huge Hercules Powder

Depot or at Picatinny Arsenal,
and never see him again.

So when war finally
came, Dover was prepared.
Dover’s citizens knew about
emergencies and were not
complacent, as they had both
the willingness and experience
to deal with any situation.

This war did not
intensify the constant danger
that hung over the tremendous-
ly expanded munitions plants

Take your place in

CIVILIAN DEFENSE

CONSULT YOUR NEAREST DEFENSE COUNCIL

in the Dover area, but it
brought the community together
in a cooperative effort directed
by level-headed leaders that
performed wonders.

First, there was the
Dover Defense Council. Mayor
John Roach was the chairman of
the council and boss of the Civil
Defense. Roach found time to
get around to all the meetings in
the different sectors of town and
kept a close eye on the over
2000 defense volunteers. Under
Roach, there were 3 main
branches of the local effort, Air
Raid Precaution by Lt. John

Valley, Auxiliary Fire & PD,
headed by Joe Woods, and Emer-
gency Medical by Dr. Wm. Cos-
tello. Also thousands of members
of the Red Cross. (cont. page 5)

Betty Inglis Honored as a “Living Treasure”
President of the Dover Area Historical Society for 20 years

DOVER-Our president

Betty Inglis (second from the
left) was recently honored as a
“Living Treasure” of St. Francis
Residental House in Denville.
This annual honor is bestowed
on individuals who are at least
70 years old, a legal U.S. resi-
dent and lives in Morris County
who tirelessly donate their time

and efforts toward good £ %
causes.

Besides Betty,
this years winners
included Kensley
Thompson of Denville,
Adolfo Marocco of
Montville, Joan Berg of

Denville,
(cont. page 8)
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Paid 2012 Membership

LIFE TIME MEMBERSHIP
Phillip D. Alverez, Blairstown

Ira & Cynthia Ayers, Randolph
Jean Baker, Hopatcong

Bill & Ginny Birch, Bernardsville
Carolyn Bishop, Dover

Benson Thomson Agency, Dover
Joan & Alan Bocchino, Dover
James Brooks, Ocean City

Curtis & Lois Brown, Lancaster, PA
Harriet Buono, Dover

Joan Burdge, Dover

Shirley Hendrickson Burgess,
Randolph

Charles & Marion Caccavale, Wharton
Robert Carpenter, Rockaway

Eve Casey, Dover

Phyllis Casey, Dover

Dom Ciardi, Picataway

George Coulthard, Dover

Norman & Mary Lou Dailey, Dover
Florence D’ Agostino, Dover

Mike D’Agostino, Succasunna

James & JoAnn Dodd, Dover

Patrick Fahy, Dover

Margeret Fischer & Bob Starling,
Erwinna, PA

Jay & Patti Ferriero, Mt Arlington
Willard Gates, Winter Garden, FL.
Evelyn Gilbert, Jensen Beach, FL
David & Karen Glaser, Dover

Bob & Linda Gordon, Mt Arlington
Victor & Ellen Guadagno, Sparta
Ellen G. Gustafson, Kingman, AZ
Frank&Grace Hamilton, Old Lyme, CT
Willard & Betty Hedden, Randolph
Dorothy Hertel, Safety Harbor, FL
Jackie & Ken Hillman, Scottsdale, AZ
Mariann Horan, Douglassville, PA
Betty Inglis, Dover

Carl Iosso, Dover

Jim & Verna Johnson, Pompton Plains
Patricia Kalena, Dover

Martin & Laura Kane, Mt. Lakes

Wm. & Nancy Kattermann, Dover
Richard Kelly, Dover

Karen Kovalesky, Hackettstown
David & Sherry Lenox, Dover
Jacqueline Loeffler, Dover

Mel & Barbara Loory, Boonton
Bert & Linda McDonald, Dover
Charlotte Morgan Luer, Denville
Betty MacNaughten, Mine Hill
Marilyn Martin, Cottage Grove, MN
Terry Forsstrom Meloskie, Denville
Dr. Hugh Miller, Dover, DE

Otto Miller, Mine Hill

Robert L. Miller & Claire Rohloff,
Bloomsbury

Rich & Barbara Newman, Dover
Henry O Baker Ins., Dover

Helen & Carmen Pennella, Dover
Dave & Lisa Pennella, Dover
Michael & Catharine Picciallo, Dover
Frank Poolas, Dover

Wm. Richardson, Mt Arlington
Cindy & Rich Romaine, Dover
Stan & Marj Schoonmaker, Dover
Robert, Patricia & Samuel Schwarz,

Dover
(Cont. below)

LIFE TIME MEMBERSHIP
William & Susan Shauer, Dover

Peg & William Shuler, Dover

Ulla, William & Paul Shuler, Dover
Smith, Taylor, Ruggiero Funeral
Home, Dover

JoAnn, Bob & Mike Steinberg, Dover
Robert. & Rose Tiefenbacher,
Lafayette

Jackie & Ken Hillman, Scottsdale, AZ
Dr. Arthur Tiger M.D., P.A., Dover
Dr. Anthony Troha, Mine Hill

Tuttle Funeral Home, Randolph
Robert & Alice Wagner, Wharton
Francis & Louis Wagner, Canton, GA

Kay Walker, Succasunna

Henry & Phyllis Winstead, Rockaway
Debbie & Bob Wood, Succasunna
Bill & Brenda Woodhull, Dover
JoAnne Zarger, Mine Hill

In Memory of Arch Nicholas

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP
Don & Jean Alperti, Oak Creek, CO
Margie Bell, Los Angeles, CA
Brownwood Realty Co., Dover
Dover Renaissance, Inc., Dover
George W. Johnson, Dover

Nancy & Wm. Kattermann, Dover
Scott, Judy & Jeffery Miller, Dover
Murray’s Tavern, Dover

Dover Market Place, Wayne
Dover College Club, Dover
Sylvia E. Rubens, Randolph
Rev. James J. Slattery, Dover

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

Kenneth & Diane Afferton, Morrisville, PA
Nan Cannon & Family, Dover

Philip & Mary Carthage, Belfast, ME
George & Mary Castellitto, Randolph
Juan & Kathleen Casiano, Dover

Susan Champion & Family, Montville
Christopher Chapman & Family, Dover
John & Mary Chirip, Randolph
William. & Judy Ciardi, Randolph
Richard & Cathy Cole, Dover

(cont. below)

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

Jack & Gail Delaney & Family, Dover
Ana Diaz & Family, Wharton

George & Kathleen Doboney, Wharton
Paul & Olga Downs, Dover

Maribeth & Frank Dulfer, Dover
Hudson Favell & Ada Rosen, Dover
Kevin & Mary Flanagan & Family, Dover
Dr. Edward & Ellen Forbes, Randolph
Debra & George Force, Wharton

Bill & Bonnie Gregory, Morristown
Karen & Roy Hendrey, Dover

Francis R. & Marie Hoffman, Dover
John & Mary Hynes, Easton, PA
Nancy & Emily James, Dover

Gary Kazin & Family, Rockaway
Eleanor & Dick Kehoe, Succasunna
Ralph & Margaret Kubisky, Dover
George & Lynn Laurie, Dover
Eugene & Beatrice Lemoncelli,
Blairstown

John Mann & Family, Lake Hiawatha
Catherine Magliocchetti, Dover

Paul & Kathy McDougall, Dover
Linda & Jim Mullin, Dover

Joseph & Sharon Nazzaro, Randolph
Wm. Sickles & Family, Elkton, MD
Ralph & Louise Vecchio, Dover
Penny & Pat Visioli, Milford, DE
Pat White & Family, Rockaway

The Doug Zeek Family, Dover

INDIVIDUAL._MEMBERSHIP
Robert D. Ciardi, Irwin, PA
Robert A. Cleffi, Wesminister, CA
Louis Cloitre, Dover

Johnson H. Cole, Roblin, Ontario, Canada
Janet Hooper, Dover

Nancy Nicholas & Family, Dover
Shirley & George O’Brien, Dover
Helen & Bob Slack, Dover

Leroy & Edith Varga, Dover
Alma Williams, Dover

Patricia Davis, Landing
(cont. on page 4)
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World War Il Comes To Dover - Citizens Chip In

Mobilization and Townwide Events Prove Dover People Up To The Job

By Bob Meeker

DOVER-As war clouds began to
form on the horizon in the late 1930s,
Dover found itself in the forefront of sup-
plying men and brains with its many indus-
tries and military installations, Dover pre-
pared for war-time production, overnight.
In Aug, 1940 Picatinny Arsenal increased
to 3 shifts a day. At the time over 4,000
were employed, by Dec. over 5,000 em-
ployed operating 7-days a week. With
the passing of the selective service, the first
men drafted in Dover were Alphonse
Ciardi, a barber and Louis Serotkin, a
Dover High School teacher. Following
Pearl Harbor, industries rapidly converted
from peacetime to wartime as men
exchanged civvies for uniforms and house-
wives laid down their kitchen utensils for
bomb fuses and powder bags.

With the declaration of war,
Picatinny was the only place in the United

States ready to manufacture large sized
artillery shells.

Besides war work, Doverites
participated in other activities such as
fundraisers, sporting events, talent shows,
etc.

In 1942, a giant scrap drive got
underway which included a 75-year old fire
bell weighting 750 pounds, donated by the
Dover Fire Dept. and over 21,000 linear
feet of abandoned trolley tracks weighing
over 75 tons from Prospect Street to St.
Mary’s corner.

Dover school children aided the
war effort by purchasing war bonds and
stamps. Local churches and civic groups
entertained with programs and dances.

According to the Dover Advance,
on Tuesday night Aug. 14, 1945, thousands
poured into the streets of Dover to celebrate
the end of the war.

The photo shows Daniel M. Dehler, oldest
active fireman in 1942, who was present at
the time the bell was hoisted into the tower
in 1882, and Chief Leon Rommel. The
insert shows Ex-Chief Harry Fine and
Driver Lorenz Bauknecht on the tower
platform lowering the bell. Nick

Pennucci, WWI veteran donated his truck
in moving the bell.

(Photo courtesy of Dover Fire Dept.)

)

Thousands and thousands of Dover area citizens supported the war effort, before, during and after World War 11 through
parades, fund raising events, drives and any other means to raise money and materials for the war. America was a united nation.

Upcoming Events

Sat. * July, 7th * 10:00 am
MUSEUM HOUSE
“Victorian to Vaudeville”

A tour of Dover’s Historic District sponsored
by the Morris County Travel Bureau. (There
is a charge for this tour. Call MCTB at
973.631.3392
Refreshments served after the tour

Tuesday * July 17th * 7:30 pm
MUSEUM HOUSE
“BON TON MOVIE NIGHT”
Bob Wagner brings out three TV classics for

viewing: “My Little Margie” “Sergeant
Bilko”& “Amos & Andy” This is a
program you don’t want to miss!
No charge - Refreshments served

Tues. * Aug. 21st * 7:30 pm
MUSEUM HOUSE
“History of Dr. Arthur W. Condit House”
Dr. Condict’s house was once part of
“Doctor’s Row”. It served as a doctor’s
house, the church house and now the home
of the Dover Area Historical Society. Stan
has assembled a series of photographs
depicting its history.
No charge & Refreshments served.

Tues. * Sept. 18th * 7:30 pm
MUSEUM HOUSE
“Dover - Then & Now”

No charge—Refreshments served

Sat. * Sept. 29th * 1 & 3:30 pm
MUSEUM HOUSE
“Afternoon Tea in the Parks”

Enjoy a pleasant afternoon of tea as each room
in the museum is dedicated to a Dover park:
Hurd Park, Overlook Park, JFK/Commons
Park, Waterworks Park and Hooey Park.
$15 donation
Call Phyllis for tickets: 973.366.4276 after
Aug. 1,2012

(THESE PROGRAMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE)
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Paid 2012 Membership

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP
John A. Detore, Randolph

Patricia Farruggia, Hopatcong
Kathleen Kalena, Dover

John Kuzel, Denville

Helen Guiles, Dover

Richard C. Palmer, Mine Hill
Beth Schoonmaker, Dover

Carrie Schwabacher, Dover
Pinelopi Sikolas, Dover

William A. Slack, Okeechobee, FL
Mike Srsich, Rockaway

Anne Stephens, Lake Hopatcong
Charles Walker, Greensboro, NC
Joseph F. Woodhull, Portland, OR
William B. Woodhull, Newton

SENIOR MEMBERSHIP
Charlotte E. Arndt, Denville

Bob Bahrs, Morris Plains

Joshua Bennett, Dover

Joseph & Carolina Bentrovato, Dover
Frederick J. Blakley, Dover

Joyce Boniface, Mine Hill

Ennette Boyiatgis, Dover

Walter M. Buczek, Totowa
Flavia & David Brock, Dover
James & Doris Bush, Randolph
Frances Campbell, Mt Tabor
Jean Cater, Dover

Jean Chervnsik, Dover

Deanna Cicchetti, Wharton
Ingrid Cleffi, Simi Valley, CA
Louis Cloitre, Dover

Jane B. Cody, Pompton Plains
Kathleen H. Cole, Dover

Mary Lou Cole, Dover

Lowell A. Cook, Twp. of Washington
Francis S. Cordes, Tavares, FL.
Earline A. Cortese, Morris Plains
Margaret H. Coward, Houston, TX
Henry Crouse, Underhill, VT
Harold Curtis, Kenton, OH

Ed Daniels, Dover

Jim D’ Auria, Dover

Francisco Delesus, Dover
Catharine DeShazo, Dover
Thomas DeShazo, Millsboro, DE
Douglas Dickerson, Dover

Mr. Drew Diesel, Newton

Albert G. Ebner, Mine Hill
Richard & Elfriede Egan, Dover

Jean Evans, Wharton

Alexander D. Everitt, Lafayette
Dorothy Fackina, Ringwood
Robert Fancher, Wharton

Shirley F. Ferriero, Boonton
Robert Feinberg, Wesley Chapel, FL
Raymond Fisher, Dover

Roger Flartey, Mine Hill

Stanley Feinberg, Sunrise, FL
Carole Garnet, Dover

John V. Gill, Flanders

Marie Gleckler, Randolph
Rolando Gomez, Dover

Gary Gordon, Morris Plains

Ms. Joyce Gorine, Dover

Sophie Goritski, Londonderry, NH
Allen C. Hale, Lake Mary, FL
William Hastie, Wharton

JoAnn Hillabrant, Rockaway

Mrs. Ruth Hilderbrant, Ironia
Martha A. Hoffman, Dover

Karen C. Holmes, Brick

Malfalda Hooper, Rockaway
Lyndon E. Hooper, Jr., Camden, DE
Betty J. Howard, Dover

Diane L. Hunter, Dover
(cont. below)

SENIOR MEMBERSHIP

Caroline & John Huntzinger,
Slaughter Beach, DE

Phil Jaeger, Cedar Grove

Mary H. Jenkins, Dover

Paula Kassell, Dover

Kevin Kelly, Ganesville, WI
Dan & Judy Klement, Remer, NM
John Kostakis, Rockaway

Judith Kovar, Rockaway

Helen & John Kuzel, Dover
Jean Hastie Lane, Boonton
Donald Lansing, Dover

Virginia List, Dover

Everett Lucas, Eatontown
Delores M. Lynch, Stevens, PA
Stan & Rosalyn Manning, Dover

Athena Mantgas, Dover

Eleanor Mason, Hibernia

Charlene Sue May, Manassas, VA

Sandy Mayer, Morristown

Marion McKane, Dover

Gloria J. Melneck, Atlanta, GA

Kenneth H. Miller, Mine Hill

Roy & Marion Miller, Dover

Byard & Linda Miller, Heber Springs, AR
Bette Monda, Paterson

Joan Monnia, Wharton

John Morrison, Brooksville, FL

Carlo Nisi, Dover

Neal Notareoberto, Stanhope

Dorothy Broadback O’Leary, Hanover, PA
Michael & Irene Palanchi, Dover

Philip B. Paulson, Jr., Dover

Dave Peer, Rockaway

Helen Peterson, Dover

Raymond Porphy, Ridge Spring, SC
Diane Power, Rockaway

Paul Preis, Dover

Russell M. Reed, Hackettstown
Edward Reich, Dover

Ms. Marie Richards, Dover

Linda Romeo, Burlington, VT
Emma Lou Rushing, Nepean, Ontario
Ms. Diane Saitta, Dover

Ms. Martha Salvesen, Dover
Bernard Schenkler, Alden, NY

Mrs. Florence Schuten, Pelion, SC
Ms. Rosita L. Scinto, Dover
Donald Seath, Wharton

(cont. below)

SENIOR MEMBERSHIP
Carolyn Seeger, E. Stroudsburg, PA
Marva Serotkin, Newtonville, MA
Lorraine Shallop, Dover

Virginia A. Shukailo, Dover
Shirley M. Shay, Dover

Mrs. Betty Shunk, Dover

Jack & Marie Slater, Rockaway
Mary & Raymond Storey, Manchester
Maxine Rosen, Ulster, PA

Gladys & Paul Sullivan, Dover
Delores Tate, Belhaven, NC
Kensley R. Thompson, Denville
Marian Thriemer, Murphysboro, IL

Judy Truex, Hackettstown

Mary M. Van Sant, Whiting

Jim & Raeann Visioli, Dover
Ellen M. Visioli, Morristown
Marsha H. Vitow, Essex, MD
Marjorie J. Weber, Birdsboro, PA
Ralph Whipple, Kenvil

Donna L. Whittam, Dover

Susan M. Wittig, Dover

Barbara & Joseph Williams, Mine Hill
Miriam Willinger, Dover

Clara M Wolford, Dover

Any questions about memberships, contact
Bill Woodhull at 973.361.2073

DONATIONS
Dover Reading Circle $25
College Club of Dover $100
Richard Palmer, Mine Hill $50
Joan Bocchino & family $50
May 20th Open House $35
Darrell Loeffler, Cocoa, FL $100
Ann Stephens, Lk Hopatcong $10
Robert Ciardi, Irwin, PA $65
Louis Brown, Lancaster, PA $185
Marianne Yachinski, Woodbury $60
Root Beer Floats $230
Yard Sale at Flea Market $390

Thank you for your continued support!
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Dover Area Residents Living OnThe

(cont page 1)

Batteries, phones and flashlights
along with “black-out shades”, maps, flags
and signal bells were located at spots
between the Fire Dept. and Police Head-
quarters. Every post around town was fully
manned in sector and zone and wardens
were sent out on actual patrols under strict
supervision at least once a week. Auxiliary
police with armbands and night sticks were
on patrol every night. At large gatherings
they handled parking and traffic. Fridays
and Saturdays there were auxiliary police-
men at each intersection with the regular
cop. In the same manner, Dover’s fire
auxiliary had test runs with the established
fire department, until its members knew
how to connect hydrants and lay hose.

Especially effective was the
Emergency Medical Service, an official
war-time framework for a volunteer effort
in all of Dover’s peacetime disasters. The
same organization that just months earlier
assisted more than 600 injured in an Hercu-

les blast that were cared for at the
local hospital. So vital was the
need for such preparation in the
town that when a Jersey City laun-
dry workers’ union gave the State
Defense Council a new $5000 am-
bulance, it went directly to Dover.
Another special feature of
the Dover defense picture was the
rescue squad. For years, the fire
department had maintained a top-
notch outfit, and now the Defense
Council had more than a dozen
auxiliary squad members.
According to the WPA
New Jersey Guide, prior to this
Dover was mostly noted for its
speed-way, a shooting gallery and a s
hot-dog stand built in the form of a
castle. (cont. below). Photos: Meeting of
Civil Defense volunteers in Dover. At

Picatinny Arsenal, women made up 48%
of the work force during World War 11

Edge Of A Volcano

Air Raid Test Blacked Out Two States on Aug. 20, 1942

Civilian Defense Efforts Reveal Willingness of Volunteers to Obey Regulations

(cont. from above)

As of World War II Dover was
a beehive with employment at Picatinny
jumping from 10,000 to 17,000 with
corresponding increases at Hercules.
Other active plants around town included
McKiernan-Terry Drill, Seeley Tube,
Four-In-One Box and the Ulster Iron
Works all running day and night, seven
days a week.

NEW JERSEY & PENNSYLVANIA
AFFECTED BY BLACKOUT

The first complete two-state
blackout test in the nation was held on
Tuesday night, Aug. 20, 1942. Detective
Sergeant Charles E. Ripley, acting chief of
the Police Division of Dover’s Civilian
Defense organized an emergency unit of
telephone operators who proceeded to noti-
fy division heads and control room work-
ers. Before the sirens sounded at 9:12 pm,
Mayor Roach, Fire Chief Leon Rommel
and Chief Air Raid Warden John Valley
arrived in the command center to take on
their duties. With the surprise shrill blasts

of the sirens, wardens, police reserves, casu-
alty station personnel, messengers and many
other volunteers were seen at their posts.

~ CITIZENS' DEFENSE
CORPS
 This (Certifees e g

AND STREET) (MURTCIARLITY,
1S A MEMBER OF THE NEW JERSEY CITIZENS' DEFENSE CORPS OF THE
OFFICE OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE DIRECTOR AND IS ENTITLED TO WEAR

THE INSIGNIA OF.

Dover’s 1942 Telephone Civil Defense In Operation 24-7

DOVER-It’s 1942 and the United
States is at war. Most of New Jersey’s 563
municipalities maintained active Civilian
Defense Control Centers. Dover’s Civilian
Defense set-up was one of the first in the
state and rated by the U.S. Army as the
best in the entire country. The centers
were manned 24-hours a day, seven days a
week. Telephone operators received re-
ports from Wardens and relayed those re-
ports and warnings to the Commander of
the Civilian Defense Corps. That was

headed by John Roach, Jr. The chief
operator for Dover was Miss Elizabeth
Nerney. The incident reports were then
relayed to the necessary protective and
rescue forces in the field.

Here’s how the Civilian Defense
plans worked: - The Navy patroled the

ocean, to guard our sea lanes and watch for [

the approach of enemy planes toward our
coasts. The Army’s sensitive, accurate
radio devices at strategic points stood
ready to detect such planes. (next page)

Women volunteers man the emergency phone lines
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New Jersey Governor Edison Cites Dover For Civil Defense

(cont. from previous page)

In addition, volunteer spotters at
thousands of civilian observations posts
kept continuous inland air-watch to report
all planes seen and heard. Every plane in
the air was watched, followed and plotted
on maps. If it appeared to be enemy planes,
The Civil Air Raid Warning Officer tele-
phoned the warning to cities and towns in
the path of the oncoming planes. When this
happened the important protective work
began and the chiefs of the various protec-
tive services were assembled, such as fire,
police, medical, public works and other
rescue volunteers.

When the air raid sirens sounded,
civilians were to go to their designated
place of safety, whether at home or at the
office, and were asked not to use their tele-
phones to tie up the phone lines so vital
information could be passed on without
interruptions.

Governor Charles Edison
visited Dover on Sept. 8, 1942 and told
an audience of workers and volunteers,
“for one reason, I am here. I had heard
that the people of Dover had taken a
tough job and done it well - better than
most of their neighbors. I wanted to see
it for myself.” The Governor was
pleased with the demonstration he
witnessed earlier that day.

Mayor Roach took his seat at
the control microphone and announced
a few test incidents to be witnessed by
the Governor. Police Lieut. John Valley
went to the police station and set the
defense organization into action. The
imaginary incident included a fire, in-
cendiary and explosive bombs, damage
to utility mains and lines and two
casualties at the corner of Dickerson
and Morris Streets.

Photo above, Gov. Edison. Photo

GOVERNOR EDISON SPOKE TO A
CROWDED AUDIENCE AT DOVER
HIGH SCHOOL

below, volunteer CD workers stage a
rescue effort on Morris Street at

2012 Scholarship Winner

DOVER-The Dover Area Historical Society presented its
first scholarship award at the Dover High Scholarship Award Brunch
on June 3rd. This year’s award went to Christine Bentlyewski,
pictured center with Betty Inglis and Phyllis Casey. In addition to the
$500 award, Christine will also receive an autographed copy of
Dover’s history book, “Images of America”.

Christine was this year’s valedictorian at Dover High and is
an avid reader and loves to write. “Chrissy” plans on attending
Boston University in the fall majoring in English and secondary
education.

Besides the historical society award, she won the College
Club Scholarship, the American Legion Honor Award, the Frank
Poulos Award, and the Harvey A. Kuntzelman Memorial Scholarship.
She is also a member of the Harvey A. Kuntzelman Chapter National
Honor Society.

Betty Inglis, Christine Bentlyewski & Phyllis Casey.
Photo by Rick Kelly

How Has The History Of The Dover, N.J. Area Impacted Your Life?

By Christine Bentlyewski quickly found employment at the Ulster Iron Works and remained
there through his retirement, allowing him to support his wife and
four children. These children were all born and raised in Dover,
and although their parents struggled with the English language,
they were able to succeed in the Dover school system and continue
on to college. All four proudly became long-time educators in the
Dover School District.

In the early 1940s, my grandfather’s family migrated to
Dover from Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn, seeking a town accepting
of diverse backgrounds with job opportunities, open space, and
safe neighborhoods in which to raise children. His father became

alocal
(cont. on page 8)

Ever since I was born in Dover General Hospital, 1
have appreciated this town that is rich in diversity and culture.
My family has relocated twice since my birth, but each time we
could not bring ourselves to leave Dover. No matter how
appealing the homes we toured, my parents could not overlook
the fact that Dover was the most accepting town that would
continue to provide my siblings and me with a broad perspec-
tive and exposure to a multitude of cultures.

My family’s history in Dover is deep-rooted and began
in the early 1900°s when my great-grandfather, fresh off of a
boat from Greece, chose Dover as a place to settle down. He
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Dover’s Marjorie Jennings Becomes Miss N.J.
Won Out of a Field of |18 Beautiful Girls at Lake Hopatcong

Editor’s note: We would like to thank
Marty Kane, president of the Lake
Hopatcong Historical Society with
providing us with additional information
on Marjorie Jennings.

LAKE HOPATCONG-Miss Marjorie
Jennings, 18-year old Dover girl, who spent her
summers at the lake with her parents, won the
Miss New Jersey Beauty Contest at the Rose
Ballroom at Bertrand's Island Park on August
23, 1941. Miss Jennings was the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Jennings and graduated
from Dover High School in 1941 and had plans
on attending college at the New Jersey College
for Women. Winning the New Jersey crown,
Miss Jennings then went on to Atlantic City to
compete with girls from around the country in
the Miss America Contest.

The following is from Allen Hale:

My brother, George C. Hale, was a

Dover High School classmate of Marjorie's and

he offers the following recollections:

“Marjorie Jennings won the 1941
Miss New Jersey competition and received
her crown in a ceremony at Bertrand Island
Park which was reported, along with a photo-
graph, in the Dover Advance. She did attend
the Miss America contest in Atlantic City in
1941.

In her junior year (1939-1940) at
Dover High, Marjorie played the lead role as
heroine in a play titled "The Lighthouse
Keeper's Daughter". This 20 minute play, in
pantomime with a narrator, was presented at
two high school assemblies: one for the
combined freshman and sophomore classes
and then a second for the combined junior
and senior classes. The remainder of the cast
consisted of Roy Jenson, Sheila Harris,
George Poulas and William Hooper, and
Christine Lariviere as the Lighthouse Keep-
er's Wife.” (cont. below)

The Jennings’s Girl

“My brother, George Hale chose and
directed the play, which was well received.

Unusual for the time was a single,
evening, after-hours, dress rehearsal done in
order to check and coordinate the stage and spot
lighting. Because this was only an assembly
presentation, the minimal set consisted of a
floor lamp placed in the center of the stage to
represent the lighthouse. Climbing the stairs of
the lighthouse was represented by walking
around and around the floor lamp: one direction
to go up and the opposite direction to come
down.

As an aside, Marjorie's Father, Mr.
William Jennings, operated an automobile

repair facility in Dover on the north side
of East Blackwell Street where South
Salem Street intersects.”

The following is from Harold Curtis:

I knew the Jennings family
who lived in back of my parents on
Crystal St. Iremember Marjorie had a
leading role in a high school play that I
was also in, in 1941 and again in 1943.
My wife Betty Jean (Richards) Curtis is
sure that Marjorie married Miles Laverty
and they lived on Crystal St. T hope this
information helps shed some light on the
Jenning’s family.

Sincerely, Harold Curtis - Kenton, OH

Signed Agreement

Photograph to the right shows Betty
Inglis signing the 25-year lease with the First
Presbyterian Church for the Dover History
Musuem House. Recording Secretary Joan
Bochinno also signs a set. Betty played a
pivotal role in helping the Society secure a
permanent home after over 25-years of being
homeless.

Photo to the right of that shows
Marjorie Jennings winning the Lake
Hopatcong Beauty Contest in 1940.

(Photo of the signing by Rick Kelly)

LAKE HOPATCONG, August 17, 1940

BERTRAND ISLAND SI
“MISS NE\
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Baird’s Minstrels Very Popular in Dover
Appeared At Moller’s Opera House on Several Occasions

WE FPROMISE WELL AND FPERFORM FATTHFULLY:

DOVER-Baird’s Minstrels show appeared The Evir Pogular Favirilss! somzrnu«c TO PLEASE EVERYBODY

brought great delight to early theater goers of the MOLLER’S OPESA MOUSE 1 BAl H n S MAM M"TH MI NSTH EI-S
. 113 ’ 3 1 m "m' ulu“ m

at the Moller Opera House on several occasions and

Dover area offering a “clean” show with music,

bsalately The Strllpsl Show ! The Gratest Show! The Best Show before tlu Pmpll of America hhy

comic skits, variety acts and dancing, not only for BAIRDS ||m agsr

the men in the saloon, but for the entire family, star- TANOUS NEW ORLEANS e 2 ?_ST

ring the ever popular Billy McAllister. MINSTRELS ||Mt 86T HAREY
' The ear.ly minstrel shows were perfomed 8 onr EAT EXD EEN 8 — SURPRISES

by white people in blackface, but after the Civil War wras pren wyvames- | |THE BEST 4 oomits

more and more performers were black people in ey s | (S GARDEN

blackface. The typical minstrel performance fol- 25 Peerless Forformerat 25 o RARE

Jo 134 MOOERN WINSTRELCA KNIVAL,

SUBLIME

lowed a three-act structure. The troupe first danced Aron it e i 41 Tooutt & Bt g NOVELTIES.
onto the stage then exchanged a few wisecracks and Tegam o R ;.:' o S I e s o T
sang some songs. The second part featured a variety ‘ e b v
of entertainments while the final act consisted of a THE GRAND IDEAL GLOG BALLET AMERIGA
slapstick musical. These minstrel shows were the east. Life on the road was not easy. ~ who skipped out with all the troup’s mon-
forerunners to vaudeville. An endless series of one-nighters, ey. However, Dover was good to its trav-
Baird’s “Famous New Orleans” Minstrels  travel on accident-prone railroads, eling performers. Lodging at one of
boasted of “8 Great End Men” and “25 Fearless staying in poor housing subject to Dover’s many fine hotels was not a prob-
Performers”. The troupe toured the same circuits as  fires, exposed to diseases and on lem whether it be the Mansion House
opera companies and circuses mostly in the north- some occasion, managers and agents  Hotel, the Hotel Dover or Sickles Hotel.
Compliments of Compliments of Compliments of Compliments of
Brownwood Realty Co. Dover Renaissance, Inc. Margie Bell Murray’s Tavern
Dover Dover Los Angeles, CA Dover
Compliments of Compliments of Compliments of Compliments of
George W. Johnson Sylvia E. Rubens Charles & Margaret Stehle, Dover Rotary Club
Dover Randolph Manassas, VA Dover
Betty Inglis “Living Treasure’” Award (cont. from page one) In Dover the DCC Committee

recently conducted a successful

Ed Gabel and Ed Miller both of Rocka- Citizen’s Center. In 2003, Betty was  “Barn Sale” in her back yard.

way. honored as a “Morris MVP’ for helping All those who know Betty
Besides her countless hours as establish a home for the historical and work with her already know,
president of the Dover Area Historical society after 26 years of being home- don’t ever try calling her at home,
Society, Betty is an advocate for less. Betty also gives many hours to because she’s hardly ever there.
seniors to establish their own Senior the First Methodist Church of Dover. Congratulations Betty!

Christine’s Scholarship Essay (con fromp.¢)

proprietor, opening the Union Restaurant in downtown Dover,
allowing him to comfortably raise his three children.

My father migrated to Dover in 1962 at the age of two
firom a crumbling neighborhood in Jersey City, along with his
parents, siblings, grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins.
Once again, Dover had proven itself as a safe town with job
opportunities. He was able to play outside in the streets from
morning till dusk  without his parents worrying about his
safety. These newfound freedoms experienced by my parents
caused them to remain in Dover to raise my siblings and me.

Throughout my family’s history, both the Greeks and
the Polish always had a place where they comfortably fit in.

Dover was accepting of all cultures and backgrounds and remains
the same today. The town is extremely diverse and is still a haven
for immigrants. It is a small, tight-knit community, yet it offers a
myriad of opportunities, both  culturally and socially.

This town has broadened my perspective and made me
open minded and extremely tolerant. It has shown me that it is
both possible and rewarding to coexist with those unlike me.

It is my hope that someday I can give back to this town
that has given so much to me. Dover has shaped my upbringing
and I would not trade my life in Dover for anything else in the
world.

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND: “Guess the Photo Contest” Oct.
16th at 7:30 pm. The last contest we gave away a 13” color TV won by
Roger Flartey of Mine Hill. Be sure to bring a friend!
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Billy Ford’s Machine Shop Served The Mines

Site Later Becomes Home For The Lake Land News

Mining Machinery
MORRIS COUNTY

Machinc and iren Ce,

AIR COMFPRESSORS, of
highest efficiency.

HOISTING ENGINES, du-
plex and reversiblo.

PUMPING ENGINES, strong
and economical.

CORNISH PUMPS, double
or single.

ummo AND PULLEYS,
arge and small.

and u‘u Castings in Iroa, B
ronze, Forgings v of eve q
b
Ly -p«g‘. THE EQUIPMENT
OF IRON MINES A SPECTALTY.

OFFICE AND WORKS,

Susskx Stmxxr, - DOVER, N, J.

MORRIS CO. MACHINE & I1RON CcO.

DOVER-One of the most interest-  that became known as Billy Ford’s Pond.  excited about the railroad finally coming to
ing historic stories of Dover is that of Billy ~ (Today, it’s the site of Crescent Field and ~ Dover, he agreed to sell the property and

Ford, known as Dover’s “father” of me- the parking lot.) When the railroad came ~ purchased another site on N. Sussex Street.
chanics, machinists and workers in iron. to town in 1848, Billy Ford’s property Working in a trade serving the
Mr. Ford was one of the earliest settlers and  became the ideal site for a rail yard, witha needs of the nearby mines, his business
the first blacksmith in Dover where he set great water supply for the steam engines rapidly grew as he continued to hire

up shop near Morris Street next to a pond and a location for a train station. Being (cont. below)

Billy Ford’s Memory Lives On

Circa 1832 Becomes Dover First Blacksmith

(cont.) for The Lakeland News.

a great many apprentices, mostly young The Lakeland News, a tabloid,
boys, whom he instructed in the manufac-  gtarted publishing in 1929. Gordon L.
turing of air compressors, pumping Harris a 1926 of Dover High and recent
engines, pulleys and custom construction graduate of Columbia Univ. started as a

for mining machine equipment. Mr. Ford reporter and purchased the paper in 1931
also manufactured a special ax that and became its editor.

became very popular in its day and was Harris left the paper in 1956 to

sold around the country. become Public Affairs Officer in the Army | Billy Ford’s Pond before it was drained
When Billy Ford’s business Ballistic Missile Agency. The Lakeland and covered over to make way for the Cres-

ended at this location, the plant was torn  News still publishes to this day as part of cent Field Sports Complex. The pond was

down and replaced with a new building Morris County’s “The Citizen” Newspaper. | very popular for swimming and ice skating.

Afternoon Tea In The Park

DOVER-Get ready for another delightful afternoon of tea,
delights, treats, door prizes and great memories as the Dover Area
Historical Society’s “Ladies of the Society” presents Afternoon Tea
In The Park on Saturday September 29th at the Dover History Muse-
um House. There will be two seating's, 1:00 & 3:30 pm. The parks
include JFK Park (Dover Commons), Hooey Park, Water Works
Park, Overlook Park and Hurd Park. Donation $15.00. For ticket
reservations, contact Phyllis at 973.366.4276 after Aug. 1st.
Photograph left to right: Betty Inglis, Alice Wagner, Jane Curtin,
Brenda Woodhull, Bonnie Deboney, Joan Bocchino, standing
Kathi Gilbert and Phyllis Casey. Missing Linda Mullin & Beth
Olney. Photo by Rick Kelly




Dover Area Historical Society Music Under The
PO Box 609 Stars Summer
Concert series

Dover, New Jersey 07802-0609

www.doverhistoricalsociety.com Sponsored by:

Dover Renaissance &
Dover Recreation

July 15th - “The Moon
Dogs” (Local
Pop/Rock
Group)

July 22nd - “Tequila
Rose” (New &
Classic Country)

July 29th - “Shoe’s
Down” (Beatles,
Classic Rock)

00 0% % % % % % o% % % 0 L0
0‘0 0‘0 0‘0 0‘0 0‘0 0‘0 0‘0 0‘0 0‘0 0‘0 0.0 0.0

All concerts are free at
JFK Park (Dover

Three great TV Classics on Bon Ton Commons). Bring a
Movie Night - Tues. July 17th - 7:30 pm. lawn Chfllr und.be sure
No charge - Refreshments served to bring a friend:

7:00 - 9:00 PM

View Dover’s 1926 “Baby Parade” at

. . Weather information,
www.doverhistoricalsociety.com

New awning at the Dover History Museum House call 973.361.4789

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES DOVER AREA HISTORICAL

President—Betty Inglis . .. SOCIETY
Vice President—Stan Schoonmaker Family - $20 * Individual - $12 Board of Trustees
Recording Secretary—Joan Bocchino

Corresponding Secretary—Wm Woodhull Sesiios (Clhsn (02 alele ) - 59 SBc r::;(ll\?[ﬂlwe (;Odhuu 3(31122
Treasurer- Bill Shuler . Junior Member (Student) - $6 Bonnie Doboney 2012
Museum Committee-George Laurie, Beth Olney 2012
Stan Schoonmaker, Alice & Bob Wagner Sustaining Member - $75 Phyllis Casey 2013
Ways and Means-Bob Wagner (Display Ad or Compliments of:) George Coulthard 2013
Photographer-Rick Kelly Helen Pennella 2013
Old Tye Editor-George Laurie Life Membership (one-time pay- Kathi Gilbert 2013
Grant Committee-Linda Mullin, George ment) (Husband & Wife or Jim Johnson 2014
Laurie, Betty Inglis Individual) - $300 Alice Wagner 2014
Archivist-George Coulthard . L. Vishal Parmar 2014
Webmaster-Phil Reynolds Dover Area Historical Society is a 501(c)3 Bob Wagner 2014

Not-For-Profit Organization

Compliments of Compliments of _ Will Gates is semi-
Don & Jean Alperti Scott, Judy & Jeffery Miller retired and resides in Winter H[ HNANC'M,
Oak Creek, CO Dover Garden, Fl. During his career
Mr. Gates has held senior
e Compliments of Sovera) Fortune 500 organ.
illi - n
Nancy & WIIIJII:‘II'n;rKattermann Rev. Jag:i’serSIattery zations. Mr. Gates is a 1965 Wllﬂl_"mum
graduate of Dover High and -
Compliments of Compliments of gra_duatfad fr_om Seton Hall
Dover Market Place (Flea Market) Dover College Club University with an MBA de-
Wayne Dover gree in marketing. His new
book views the financial woes
How do we survive the tsunami? Mike Gearhardt and Will Gates have devel- that our nation faces unlike g
oped a well thought out plan to lead our nation toward fiscal responsibility. any other financial crisis in

the history of America. H|K[ G[ARH“D] WIll GATES




