
Volume XLIV Issue I 

Ye Old Tye News 

Dover  Area Historical  Society  

 DOVER-Officer 

DeShazo was a very popular  

Dover police officer wearing 

badge #1 for the Dover Po-

lice Department.  Mr. De-

Shazo died of injuries sus-

tained in a motorcycle acci-

dent while escorting a mem-

ber of the Charles Lindbergh 

family on May 22, 1930.  As 

the funeral procession 

worked its way through 

town, merchants suspended 

business and hundreds of 

residents lined the streets to 

pay their respects. 

 According to Cindy 

Forrest, reporter for the 

Neighbor News, “on Dec. 3, 

the New Jersey State Assem-

bly voted unanimously to   

approve a resolution naming 

the newly-renovated Route 

46/15 Bridge, “The Officer 

Thomas E. DeShazo Memorial 

Bridge.”  The measure was 

previously passed by the Sen-

ate and only needed the gover-

nor’s signature to complete the 

process.”   

 The new bridge under-

went $54 million in renovations 

and upgrades that eliminated the 

old Route 46 overpass of Route 

15 and brought Route 15 to a T-

Stop Intersection with Route 46.  

Even after costly delays and frus-

trations of local motorists, this 

beautiful structure and all its 

wonderful landscaping was 

worth the wait.  The traffic 

flow has much improved over 

the bridge and in the down-

town streets.     

 It will truly be a 

long lasting memory to    

Officer Thomas DeShazo. 

Dover Police Officer To Be Honored 
“Officer Thomas E. DeShazo Memorial Bridge” 

Winter 2013 

Historic “Adoptive Reuse” of Singleton Mill 

 DOVER-In 1881, the 

Singleton Silk Mill, also 

known as the “Ribbon        

Factory” was constructed on 

the site believed to be the 

birthplace of Dover, the John 

Jackson Forge established in 

1722.   The mill wove silk 

imported from Japan, the Phil-

ippines and China into dyed 

fabric.  In 1932, the mill was 

taken over by Carson & Gebel 

and produced ribbons until 

the 1980’s. Abandoned for 

many years a developer took 

over the property and con-

verted the mill into apart-

ments.  These new apart-

ments feature studios, one & 

two bedroom apartments 

You’ll find abundant on-site 

parking along with except- 

ional on site exterior light-

ing for nights.    

Let’s go see Baby Margie, 
now playing at the Baker! 

March 14, 15 & 16, 1929 

New Jersey’s first       
female State Trooper, 

Dover’s Gail Just, visits 
the Dover History        
Museum House in       

November 2012 

According to agent John Chambers, “a 

truly a one of a kind exceptional place 

to live.”  For more information, call 

John at 973.726.5700 x124. 



Kay Walker, Succasunna                         

Henry & Phyllis Winstead, Rockaway                                       

Debbie & Bob Wood, Succasunna          

Bill & Brenda Woodhull, Dover            

JoAnne Zarger, Mine Hill                                   

In Memory of Arch Nicholas 

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP 

Donald & Jean Alperti, Oak Creek, CO 

Beaverkill Enterprises, Inc., Dover       

Brownwood Realty Co., Inc., Dover 

George Johnson, Dover                              

Charlotte Morgan, Denville 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP    

Kenneth & Diane Afferton, Morrisville, PA 

George & Mary Castellitto, Randolph     

Wm. & Judy Ciardi & Family, Randolph 

Robert Angelo & Suzanne M. Cleffi,    

Westminster, CA                                                      

Joe & Cindy Burbridge, Dover                  

Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Carthage, Belfast, ME            

Juan & Kathleen Casiano, Dover           

Susan Champion, Montville                          

Jack & Gail Delaney, Dover                     

Ana K. Diaz, Wharton                                    

Ellen & Ed. Forbes, Randolph                    

John & Maria Hayes, Easton, NH            

Nancy & Emily James, Dover                 

Eleanor & Dick Kehoe, Succasunna             

Ralph & Margaret Kubisky & Family,    

Dover                                                            
(cont. below) 

LIFE TIME MEMBERSHIP                  

William & Susan Shauer, Dover                                               

Peg & William Shuler, Dover                       

Ulla, William & Paul Shuler, Dover      

Rev. James J. Slattery, Dover                   

Smith, Taylor, Ruggiero Funeral Home, 

Dover                                                     

JoAnn, Bob & Mike Steinberg, Dover  

Robert & Rose Tiefenbacher,  Lafayette                                            

Jackie & Ken Hillman, Scottsdale, AZ                                             

Dr. Arthur Tiger M.D., P.A., Dover                                                   

Dr. Anthony Troha, Mine Hill                

Tuttle Funeral Home, Randolph                    

Leroy M. Varga, Dover                               

Robert & Alice Wagner, Wharton        

Francis & Louis Wagner, Canton, GA                                                 

LIFE TIME MEMBERSHIP           

Phillip D. Alverez, Blairstown                                 

Ira & Cynthia Ayers, Randolph           

Jean Baker, Hopatcong                         

Bill & Ginny Birch, Bernardsville         

Carolyn Bishop, Dover                       

Benson Thomson Agency, Dover       

Joan & Alan Bocchino, Dover          

James Brooks, Ocean City                       

Curtis & Lois Brown, Lancaster, PA                                                 

Harriet Buono, Dover                          

Joan Burdge, Dover                          

Shirley Hendrickson Burgess,   Randolph                                           

Charles & Marion Caccavale,  Wharton                                                    

Robert Carpenter, Rockaway                

Eve Casey, Dover                                                                 

Phyllis Casey, Dover                          

Dom Ciardi, Piscataway                                    

George Coulthard, Dover                    

Norman & Mary Lou Dailey, Dover  

Florence D’Agostino, Dover              

Mike D’Agostino, Succasunna         

James & JoAnn Dodd, Dover               

Patrick Fahy, Dover                             

Margeret Fischer & Bob Starling,            

Erwinna, PA                                               

Jay  & Patti Ferriero,  Mt Arlington    

Willard Gates, Winter Garden, FL           

Evelyn Gilbert, Jensen Beach, FL            

David & Karen Glaser, Dover                   

Bob & Linda Gordon, Mt Arlington             

Victor & Ellen Guadagno, Sparta            

Ellen G. Gustafson, Kingman, AZ 

Frank&Grace Hamilton, Old Lyme, CT 

Willard & Betty Hedden, Randolph                                      

Dorothy  Hertel, Safety Harbor, FL        

Jackie & Ken Hillman, Scottsdale, AZ    

Mariann Horan, Douglassville, PA                                                         

Betty Inglis, Dover                                    

Carl Iosso, Dover                                       

Jim & Verna Johnson, Pompton Plains    

Gail Just, Willow, AK                                       

Patricia Kalena, Dover                             

Martin & Laura Kane, Mt. Lakes                

George & Lynn Laurie, Dover                                         

Wm. & Nancy Kattermann, Dover                              

Richard Kelly, Dover                               

Karen Kovalesky, Hackettstown              

David & Sherry Lenox, Dover                      

Jacqueline Loeffler, Dover                        

Mel & Barbara Loory,  Boonton              

Wilferd & Linda Mabee, Lawrenceville              

Bert & Linda McDonald, Blairstown       

Charlotte Morgan Luer, Denville       

Betty MacNaughten, Mine Hill                                                   

Marilyn Martin, Cottage Grove, MN  

Terry Forsstrom Meloskie, Denville                                               

Dr. Hugh Miller, Dover, DE                  

Otto Miller, Mine Hill                        

Robert L. Miller & Claire Rohloff, 

Bloomsbury                                         

Rich & Barbara Newman, Dover        

Henry O Baker Ins., Dover                  

Helen & Carmen Pennella, Dover                  

Dave & Lisa Pennella, Dover                 

Michael & Catharine Picciallo,   Dover                                          

Frank Poolas, Dover                              

Wm. Richardson, Mt Arlington            

Cindy & Rich Romaine, Dover              

Stan & Marj Schoonmaker, Dover     

Robert, Patricia & Samuel Schwarz,   

Dover                                                    

(cont. below)                    

Doug Zeek Family        

INDIVIDUAL  MEMBERSHIP 

Joshua H. Bennett Jr., Dover                   

Ms. Lucinda Bryant, Succasunna         

Patricia Davis, Landing                               

Robert D. Ciardi, Irwin, PA                 

Patricia A. Farruggia, Hopatcong            

Donna L. Gangemi, Dover                             

Helen Guiles, Dover                                 

Janet Hooper, Dover                               

Kathleen Kalena, Dover                           

Mr. Gary Kazen, Rockaway                           

Joe Mann & Family, Lake Hiawatha  

Stanley & Rosalyn Manning, Dover    

Catherine Magliocchetti, Dover                    

Kathy & Paul McDougall, Dover               

Don & Nora Miller, Mine Hill                

Sharon & Joseph Nazzaro, Randolph          

Nancy Nicholas & Family, Dover     

Shirley & George O’Brien, Dover          

Ada Rosen & Hudson Favell, Dover       

William Schoonmaker, Morristown          

Robert, Patti & Sam Schwarz, Dover  

Ralph & Louise Vecchio, Dover         

Penny & Pat Visioli, Milford, PA                

Ralph & Holly Whipple, Kenvil                           

John A. Kuzel, Denville                                

Helen F. Lambert, Wharton                  

Katherine Morrison Lattig, Simpsonville, 

SC                                                           

Neil F. Notaroberto, Harahan, LA                                

William A. Slack, Okeechobee, FL    

Michael Srsich, Rockaway             

Charles Walker, Greensboro, NC               

Alma Williams, Dover                             

Joseph F. Woodhull, Portland, OR         

William B. Woodhull, Jr., Newton  

(cont. page 4) 

             

Paid 2013 Membership 
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Have you paid your 2013 

dues yet?                          

Thank you for your support! 



 

Dover Historical Society Wins 2012 Heritage Grant 
Funds Help Keep Museum House Open Year Round For Meetings & Visits  

Annual President’s Message From Betty Inglis 

Dover Elks at a Picnic circa 1930                
Photo From East Dover Social Club (by Roger Flartey) 

Mr. William Shuler, Jr., Treasurer                                                                          

Dover Area Historical Society 

Dear Mr. Shuler,                                                                                                      

Congratulations on your grant award. Your payment voucher will be processed upon 

receipt  of the signed contract.                                                                             

You can expect your first grant award payment in about three weeks after the signed 

contract is received at the MCHC offices.                                                            

Congratulations again on your award and thank you for participating in the grant 

award program.                                                                                                     

Sincerely, Peg Shultz/Archivist                                                                      

Morris County Heritage Commission                                                                      
(Thanks to Linda Mullin and Bill Shuler for securing this grant for the Historical Society) 
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“This past year has seen some firsts in our activities. In June the first Historical Society Scholarship was awarded at the annual 

Dover High School Awards Brunch.  Special thanks to Vice President Stan Schoonmaker for the interesting programs he develops and all the 

jobs he does around the Museum House, also to Old Tye editor and Museum Curator, George Laurie for the interesting and informative 

newsletters.  
Recording Secretary, Joan Bocchino has taken the minutes of our meetings and special future planning sessions.  She is in charge of 

our successful Buy a Brick fundraiser. Corresponding Secretary, Bill Woodhull has made many trips to the Dover Post Office and has 

written many fine thank you letters to people who have donated artifacts to the museum. Brenda Woodhull, has been our Tea chair-

woman for five years and has guided us successfully in this fundraiser.  Phil Reynolds, you have brought the Society into the 21st cen-

tury with our website. Treasurer Bill Shuler, thank you for keeping the society solvent and keeping track of all our members.  Our member-

ship is now over 400. 

 Beth Olney, thank you for your work with the special children’s projects. And thank you to the DAHS official photographer, Rick 

Kelly for taking pictures of our many activities. 

 Thank you to the DAHS Trustees for your support of the Society and its activities. The side porch was painted by Bob and Alice 

Wagner as they faithfully take care of our Museum House. The society appreciates the efforts of Scoutmaster Scott Miller and Boy Scout 

Troop 64 for taking care of the Museum House grounds.  The society continues to apply for grants and was awarded one. Thank you to Linda 

Mullin, Grants Coordinator. 

Drew University has approached us about our having a graduate student to help with cataloging our artifacts.  Additional yearbooks 

and other information are being solicited. The museum was opened a few Sundays this year, but attendance was low.  The Dogs of Dover 

are located outside of Town Hall.  They are deteriorating due to weather conditions and need to be brought inside Town Hall.  We 

have contacted the Mayor and Board of Aldermen about this matter. Many organizations are now holding their meetings at the Mu-

seum House: Dover Renaissance, College Club of Dover, Dover Reading Circle, DHS class reunions, Dover Senior Citizen Center 

Committee, the Scouts, and students from the Dover School System. 
 Dorothy, our resident ghost, is very popular.  We feel her presence everywhere, but she is a friendly ghost. 

 How delighted these faithful members of the DAHS, Vivian Endahl Berg, our president for many years, and past vice president, E. Doris 

Taylor, past  secretary, Mary Flanagan and Stu Inglis, past treasurers would be to see the progress of the Dover Area Historical Society.” 

 

 

BUY A PERSONALIZED BRICK 

FOR THE MEMORIAL PARK AT JFK       
COMMONS AND HAVE AN IMPRINT OF 
YOUR MEMORY IN DOVER FOREVER. 

 

Call joan  bocchino for more info. 
And an   application form                              

973.361.3525 



 

Russell M. Reed, Hackettstown     

Edward Reich, Dover                            

Marie Richards, Dover                                  

Phil Reynolds, Dover                        

Mrs. John Romeo, Burlington, VT 

Maxine Rosen, Ulster, PA               

Diane Saitta, Dover                             

Mrs. Martha Salvesen, Dover                      

Bernard Schenkler, Alden, NY    

Mrs. Florence Schuten, Pellon, SC                     

Donald R. Seath, Wharton                

Carolyn Seeger, E. Stroudsburg, PA 

Lorraine Shallop, Dover                     

Fred & Carol Shay, Mt. Arlington 

Bernard Schenkler, Alden, NY 

Betty Shunk, Dover                          

Helen & Bob Slack, Dover                    

Jack & Marie Slater, Rockaway              

Mary & Raymond Storey, Manchester                                                        

Paul & Gladys Sullivan, Dover 

Dolores M. Tate, Bethaven, NC 

Kensley R. Thompson, Randolph 

Marian Thriemer, Murphysboro,IL 

Edith Y. Trengrove, Hackettstown   

Ed Turocey, Margate, FL                  

Cheryl Uhlig, Dover                         

Robert & Catherine VanOrden, 

Easton, PA                                         

Mary Ceder VanSant, Whiting     

Ellen M. Visioli, Morristown                

Jim & Rae Ann Visioli, Dover          

SENIOR  MEMBERSHIP  

Kenneth Miller, Mine Hill               

Mr. & Mrs. Roy L. Miller, Dover  

John Morrison, Simpsonville, SC  

Mrs. Jean Monnia, Wharton            

Neil’s Barber Shop, Dover           

Carlo J. Nisi, Dover                        

Dorothy Broadback O’Leary,             

Hanover, PA                                                   

Helen S. Peterson, Dover                    

Mrs. Raymond Porphy, Ridge            

Spring, SC                                              

Mabel Poulos, Dover                                

Diane Power, Rockaway                

Paul H. Preis, Dover                          

SENIOR  MEMBERSHIP  

Carole Edwards Angel, Swansboro, NC 

Mrs. Charlotte Arndt, Denville   

Robert R. Bahrs, Morris Plains        

Frederick James Blakley, Dover    

Jane Boschen, Randolph                

Joyce Boniface, Mine Hill                

Ennette Boyiatgis, Dover                 

David & Flavia Brock, Dover          

Walter M. Buczek, Totowa            

Patricia Carthage, Lk Hopatcong                    

Louis Cloitre, Dover                       

Lowell Cook, Twp. of Washington  

Frances Sakala Cordes, Tavares, FL                    

Earline Ann Cortese, Morris Plains                                              

Margaret Hastie Coward, Houston, TX                                                      

Jeanne C. Crofton, Scotch Plains 

Henry Crouse Sr. Underhill, VT     

Harold Curtis, Kenton, OH               

Edward Daniels, Dover                     

Jim D’Auria, Dover                        

Francisco DeJesus, Dover                      

Mrs. Catherine DeShazo, Dover     

Thomas R. DeShazo, Jr.,                 

Millsboro, DE                                     

Drew D. Diesel, Newton                 

Richard & Elfriede Egan, Dover             

Jean B. Evans, Wharton                 

Robert Fancher, Wharton                

Robert Feinberg, Wesley Chapel, FL                    

Francis M. Ferrara, Dover                         

Mrs. Shirley Ferriero, Boonton       

Raymond Fisher, Dover                 

Mary Flanagan, Dover                         

Roger Flartey, Mine Hill               

Carol Garnet, Dover                      

Robert Gilbert, Concord, NC          

John V. Gill, Flanders                       

Ms. Mary Gleckler, Randolph                    

Rolando Gomez, Dover                     

Gary N. Gordon, Morris Plains                         

Joyce Gorine, Dover                       

Sophie Goritski, Londonderry, NH                       

Nancy Hagerich, Dover                    

Allen C. Hale, Lake Mary, FL                          

William Hastie, Wharton                        

Albert C. Heath, Ironia                          

Ruth Hildebrant, Ironia               

JoAnn Hillabrant, Rockaway               

Martha A. Hoffman, Dover           

Karen Ceder Holmes, Brick             

Matilda Hooper, Rockaway             

Mrs. Betty Howard, Dover            

Diane Hunter, Dover                        

Caroline & John Huntzinger,            

Slaughter Beach, DE                        

Phil Jaeger, Cedar Grove               

Mary Jenkins, Dover                       

Harold W. Johnson, San Marcos, CA  

Joan Munson, Dover                                                   

Dan & Judy Klement, Remer, MN 

John Kostakis, Rockaway                   

Judith Kovar, Rockaway               

Helen & John Kuzel, Dover           

Joyce B. Lake, Dover                          

Claire Wexelblatt Lelfer, Dix Hills, NY 

Charlene Sue May, Manassas, VA   

Gloria J. Melneck, Atlanta, GA                

Helen G. McCahill, Ocean Grove          
(cont. below) 

SENIOR  MEMBERSHIP  

Marsha H. (Mimmis) Vitow, Essex, 

MD                                                     

Majorie J. Weber, Birdsboro, PA                 

Joseph & Barbara Williams, Dover 

Miriam Willinger, Dover                      

Donna L. Whittam, Dover             

Clara M. Wolford, Dover 

2013 Paid Membership 
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Donations  

Joyce Lake, Dover                                $17.00 

Kenneth Miller, Mine Hill                    $30.00 

Mrs. Joan Monnia, Wharton                 $17.00 

Open House 10/20/12                           $11.00 

Open House 10/21/12                           $7.00 

East Dover Class visit,                          $50.00 

Academy St. Class visit,                       $46.00 

Helen & Bob Slack, Dover                   $8.00 

Open House 10/16/12,                          $27.50 

Clam Chowder sale,                              $150.00 

Charlene Sue May, Manasses, VA       $25.00 

Robert Tiefenbacher, Lafayette            $100.00  

(cont. next page) 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR 

2013 DUES YET? 

If you notice any necessary         
corrections in membership or     

mailing addresses, please call Bill 
Woodhull at the historical society at 

973.361.3525.  Leave your name, 
phone number and a brief message 

and he’ll will get back to you as 

soon as possible. 

Thank you! 

DOROTHY’S SECRET 

LOVE LETTERS 

www.doverhistoricalsociety.com  



 First settlement in Dover was established in 1722 by John Jackson at the site of the old Swiss Knitting Mill on Park Heights Ave.  

 First church to be established in the immediate Dover area was the Quaker Friends Meeting House on Quaker Church Road in 1748. 

 First and only time in American history where legal-opinions were written on birch tree bark was in Dover when Gen. Wm. Winds used such a tactic to 

avoid paying tax on legal paper as ordered by the oppressive Stamp Act of 1765.  

 First residents to supply food and baked goods to the revolutionary soldiers camped in nearby Morristown were from the Dover, Rockaway, Mendham and 

Morristown area. 

 First Sunday School in Dover was established in 1816 by Rev. Barnabas King of the Rockaway Presbyterian Church. 

 First blacksmith shop set up in Dover was in 1828 by William Ford at Billy Ford’s Pond. 

 First Steel Mill established in Morris County began operations in Dover in 1837 on the site of today’s Schwarz Block Building.  The bricks from this razed 

Steel Mill were used to construct the Central Hotel Building (today’s Laughing Lion.) 

 First name given to Dover was “Beman’s” after the Quaker Iron Works of 1745, next name was “Old Tye” after Wm. Winds ventures to Fort Ticonderoga 

until 1796.  “Dover” became the prominent name after Moses Hurd’s hometown of Dover, New Hampshire.  

  First public building in Dover was the Stone Academy built in 1829 and used as a church and private school.  The Stone Academy is considered Dover's 

oldest standing building. 

 First and most famous Banner Temperance Town in New Jersey was started in 1832 by Thomas B. Segur which became the forerunner to today's Alcohol 

Anonymous. 

 First Morris Canal boat “the Dover of Dover” ever constructed was in Dover by Byram Pruden and became the first canal boat to sail the Morris Canal in 

1831. 

 First use of the phrase "soft-drink" was in Dover in 1835 by Jennie Young when reading a sign referring to the Sons-OF-Temperance (S.O.F.T) at her fa-

ther's store where he sold Root Beer drinks.  

 First bank combination lock, still in use today, was invented in Dover in 1840 by Joshua Butterworth, an employee of Henry McFarlan, who also invented 

the first shuttle for the sewing machine. 

 First street sign erected in Dover was for “Pennsylvania Avenue” and was shortened to “Penn Ave” in order to fit the space available. 

 First Dover citizen to work in the White House was Octavious Pruden who was a product of the Dover School system with exceptionally beautiful penman-

ship.  . 

 First all brick store in downtown Dover was Goodales Drug Store in 1850. Bricks were brought into town via the Morris Canal.  First YMCA was formed in 

Dover in 1868.  First newspaper in Dover was started in 1869 called The Dover Enterprise.   (cont. on page 8) 

Tuesday * Feb19th. * 7:30 pm               

MUSEUM HOUSE                              

Dover History Quiz #3                                    
(Test you knowledge of Dover history.  

Grand prize for the winner)                      

Tues. * Mar.19th * 7:30 pm                   

MUSEUM HOUSE                                 

History of Dover Churches                              

No charge & Refreshments served.                                                         

    Tues. * Apr. 16th * 7:30 pm                    

MUSEUM HOUSE                                       

Bon Ton Movie Night                               
(Movie to be announced)                               

Sunday * Jan. 13th * 2:00 - 4:00 pm      

MUSEUM HOUSE                                     

Special meeting of trustees & supporters 

(Review & plan for 2013 events) 

Tuesday  * Jan. 15th * 7:30 pm                        

MUSEUM HOUSE                                 

Dover High of the 20’s & 30’s                       

(Enjoy an evening reviewing the old days at Dover 

High.  Who knows, you may see your parents or 

grandparents.)                                                

No Charge - Refreshments served                                                            

No charge—Refreshments  

Tues. * May 21st * 7:30 pm                   

Good Old Dover                                            
(Enjoy an evening of photographs & memories 

of the way Dover use to be...trolley cars, horse 

& buggies, hotels & theaters and its people) 

First Events That Happened in Dover            
Every New Year Adds To The History of Dover 

Upcoming Events 
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Donations                     

Open House 12/18/12,                         $20.00 

Bob & Alice Wagner, Wharton           $50.00 

John & Maria Hynes, Easton, NH        $30.00 

Morris Co. Heritage Commission     $3906.00  



families from miles around would converge 

on Dover to ice skate and build bond fires 

to keep warm and cook marshmallows 

(remember those days?) 

How Billy Ford’s Pond became Crescent 

Field.    

 Years after the railroad moved its 

rail yards from the pond and no longer 

needed the water supply for its locomotives 

the lot became vacant.  A great place for 

ice skating, but in the summer time, the 

pond became a eye sore with the overpopu-

lated mosquito problems that many town-

folk's complained about.  At various times 

the pond was drained and reestablished for 

ice skating in the winter.   Around 1915, 

Carmine Gangemi moved to Dover from 

Jersey City where he settled after moving 

from his hometown in Maria Christina, 

Calabria, Italy.  Finding great opportunities 

in Dover, Carmine set out building side-

walks, houses in town and later into bigger 

construction operations.  In 1920, Mr. 

Gangemi renovated an old vacant building on 

Dickerson St.  and opened the Crescent Tav-

ern, which became a very popular meeting 

place with bocci courts and refreshments. 

    

 In 1936, Mr. Gangemi purchased 

the old historic Academy Building and    

completely renovated it to his new Crescent 

Tavern & Dover’s first Italian-American 

restaurant      (cont. below) 

Billy Ford’s Pond becomes the railroad 

yard.   

 When the Morris-Essex Railroad 

established itself in Dover, it purchased the 

entire Billy Ford Pond complex, including  

Mr. Ford’s factory buildings in exchange 

for a property lot at the corner of N.     

Sussex & McFarlan Streets across the 

street from the Grace Methodist Church.  

Now the railroad constructed a water tower 

to feed water into the steam locomotives as 

they parked and rested in Dover.  Mean-

while, the pond was a very popular swim-

ming hole in the summer and an extremely 

popular ice skating rink in the winter when 

 DOVER-Billy Ford’s Pond (today 

known as Crescent Field) has played a  

mojor role in Dover’s history serving as a 

source for industry, recreation and later, 

transportation.                                      

 Old historic records suggest that 

the pond was once part of a large Leni Le-

nape Indian settlement that also included 

parts of Hurd Park (Indian Falls) long be-

fore John Jackson settled Dover in 1722.  

The earliest records show that the down-

town Dover area was developed in 1745 

with the establishment of the iron works, 

known then as the Quaker Iron Works at 

the Rockaway River, today the site of the 

Mill Pond   Towers.    

 When Blackwell & McFarlan 

began selling property rights to this newly 

formed village of Dover in 1832, William 

Ford was one of the early settlers to make 

Dover his home. He purchased the large 

parcel of land on the south side of 

Dickerson Street that contained a sizable 

pond.  Here, using the water from the 

pond, Mr. Ford set up Dover’s first black-

smith shop and hired a great many appren-

tices, mostly young boys, whom he in-

structed in this kind of trade.  Soon Billy 

Ford became known at “the father of Do-

ver’s mechanics, machinists and workers in 

iron.”  Ford became widely known for a 

special kind of ax he manufactured at his 

plant.  How the townfolks loved “Billy 

Ford’s Pond” for swimming, fishing and 

boating in the summer and ice skating in the 

winter. (cont. below) 

other attractions.  The area adopted 

the name of Crescent Field which is 

still used to this very day.   (Carmine 

adopted the name Crescent, from the 

Crescent Moon symbols he remem-

bered back in Italy.)  

  During the years of 

1944-45 Carmine thought a great deal 

about the snow problem and the    

disposal of tons of plowed snow.  

Carmine was able to patent his new 

snow-melting machine which was studied 

and perfected by larger companies years 

later. Carmine Gangemi was truly one of 

& Pizzeria.  After several years of hard 

work and success in business, Carmine 

noticed the swamp as an eye sore across 

the railroad tracks and visualized a great 

location for a park, sports center and rec-

reational area in the center of town.    

 He negotiated a lease with the 

railroad and succeeded in converting the 

swamp into an ice-skating rink in the win-

ter, baseball and softball diamonds in the 

spring and a recreational area for the chil-

dren with a playground, flood lights, piped

-in-music, refreshment stand and several 

Dover’s outstanding citizens and his memory 

lives on today with one of New Jersey’s  

finest state-of-the-art sporting facilities. 
(Photo shows Billy Ford’s Pond looking south) 

Crescent Field 

Billy Ford’s Pond Will Never Look The Same 
Dover’s Sports Complex Has Served the Town Over 150 Years 

Crescent Field (cont.) 
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 DOVER-Why does the Do-

ver Area Historical Society have a 

strong fancy for root beer and root 

beer floats?  It all started back in 

1830 when a young man and his 

family moved from Brooklyn, NY to 

set up Dover’s first bakery shop on 

Dickerson Street.  This young man, 

named William L. Young, discov-

ered Dover while traveling through 

northern N.J. with a friend.  When 

they accidently stumbled upon this 

small hamlet, William immediately 

fell in love with it.                                      

     This was at a time 

in history when Morris County and 

the rest of the country was wild 

with drunkenness and infidelity.  

Intemperance had greatly increased 

because of a lack of regulations on 

distilleries that were being estab-

lished in all parts of the country. 

 After setting up his busi-

ness and home in Dover, Mr. Young 

met Thomas B. Segur who was Do-

ver’s first banker and together they 

started “The Sons of Temperance” 

forerunner to AA.  The movement 

became so popular that by 1840, 

Dover was known as the 

“Temperance Banner Town of New 

Jersey.”                                          

 Besides his bakery shop, 

Mr. Young would make root beer as 

an alternative beverage to alcohol, 

which he kept in stone bottles.  The 

drink became very popular among 

Dover residents.  

 According to Charles Platt’s 

“Dover History” publication of 1914, 

Young’s daughter Jennie remem-

bers being in her father’s store, and 

seeing the bookcase containing 

many of Dover’s public readings.  At 

the top of the book case were printed 

the letters “S of T,” meaning “Sons of 

Temperance.”  Some believe the term 

“Soft Drink” was derived from this 

inscription and referred to the “drinks” 

that Mr. Young offered as soft drinks.

 This is why Root Beer has 

strong deep roots in Dover and a favor-

ite of the historical society.  What 

about the floats you ask?  Oh, we just 

added the ice cream for additional  

flavor.  They are sooo good! 

Pecan Pie Recipe   

Root Beer Floats & Historical Society 

According to Brenda Woodhull, this recipe 

received overwhelming compliments and will 

now be shared:   *1.1/4 

c. all-purpose flour * 1/2 c. plus 5 T. brown 
sugar, packed & divided * 1/2 c. butter * 2 
eggs * 2 T. butter, melted   * 1/2 cup light 

corn syrup * 1 t. vanilla extract * 1/2 c. 
chopped pecans      

Combine flour & 3 T. brown sugar,: cut 
1/2 c. butter until coarse. Press into 

11X7 pan. Bake 375 for 20 min. Mean-
while beat eggs in bowl and add brown 
sugar, melted butter, corn syrup & va-

nilla.  Blend in pecans and pour mixture 
into hot crust. Bake 15 min., cool and 

cut into bars.  Makes 2 doz. 
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Hurricane Sandy 

 DOVER-This photo shows the 

damage to a billboard sign next to 

Goodale’s Pharmacy (Moller Opera 

House) following Sandy.  Although  

Dover was spared the damage of the 

Jersey Shore, however, thousands      

suffered from the lack of power and heat 

for up to two weeks.                       

 The Dover Street Dept. and 

various crews managed to clean up 

downed trees, power lines, street lights, 

etc. in a matter of days.  The police dept., 

fire dept. and rescue services performed 

their duties with outstanding speed and 

accuracy.                     (photo by Rick Kelly) 

 DOVER-Dover High School fielded Morris County’s first high school cross country in 1937 

and is one of the oldest programs in the state of New Jersey.  Dover High also established New Jersey’s 

first cross-country programs to field girls in the early 1970s. 

 In November 2012 to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the program, former high school track 

champs Jay Thompson and Bill Shuler along with Coach Wayne Valentine (1964-1987) organized a 

reunion for the former Tiger runners and their families. 

 The boys program had won four state group championships, five state sectional titles and 

eight conference crowns and made the Meet of Champions six times. The girls program, which  began 
as one of Morris County’s first teams in 1972  had earned a Morris County championship, three 
state sectional titles and two conference crowns.  Coach Valentine is still involved with the winter 

and spring track program for girls.  (Photo of Coach Wayne Valentine courtesy of Daily Record) 

Dover High Track Celebrates 75th Anniversary        
One Of the Oldest Boys & Girls Cross-Country Programs in New Jersey 

http://www.northjersey.com/dover
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  First vaudeville playhouse in Morris County was the Moller Opera House built between 1850-1860.  First all-talking motion picture in Morris County 

was shown at the Baker Theater in December, 1929. 

 First Stove Range in America was manufactured in Dover by the Richard-Boynton Stove works in 1896 called the "Perfect Cooking Range." 

 First curbside gasoline pump in Morris County was erected in front of Goodale's Drug store on Blackwell Street. 

 First bank in New Jersey to start paying interest on deposits was in Dover at the Dover Trust Company in 1904 on Blackwell Street.  

 First Lady's silk hosiery stocking in America were manufactured in Dover in 1897 at the Guenther Hosiery Mills on King Street.  Worldwide distribution 

made the company the largest of its kind in America.  

 First of its kind "in-town" shopping center was built in Dover in 1956. - First of its kind "downtown" Drive-In Theater was built in Dover in 1957.   First 

FM-stereo radio station in America was established in Dover in 1961 and called WDHA. First in America to use CDs instead of records was WDHA. 
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Historical Society Looking Ahead to 2013 

 DOVER-At a Sept. 2012 meeting of the Executive Board, the Board 

of Trustees, Members and Supporters of the historical society, the following 

issues were highlighted to be addressed in 2013: 

Tenth anniversary of the Dover History Museum House.  Must get approval 

from the Presbyterian Church to renew one of three-five year extensions to the 

25-year lease. 

Dorothy Condict’s 110th birthday in November & 100th anniversary of the 

Academy Street PTA in 2013.  Considering a party to celebrate the events. 

Consider repainting the exterior of the Museum House.  Exterior shows great 

wear and peeling to existing paint job.  Repair side and back porches. 

Recover the Playhouse Theater’s “Stone Face” (the Goddess Dionysus) and 

return it to the museum house. 

Restoration of the “Dover Dogs” and replace them to an interior environ-

ment.  Working with the town government on this issue. 

Develop a Dover Area Historical Society email chain to send out immediate 

notices to interested members and supporters. 

Develop a“Wish List” for major investments in the museum house, such as a 

new refrigerator, stove/oven, new storage closet in kitchen area, new area rug 

for the dining area and a dumpster in Spring, 2013. 

Major fundraisers for 2013, including the “Afternoon Tea”, “Dover Speed-

way”, “Paul Guenther”, “Yard Sales”, “Applebee’s Breakfast”, etc.            

 As always, your thoughts and suggestions are always welcomed.  

Contact us at info@doverhistoricalsociety.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


