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W E L C O M E  TO  OUR  MUSEUM

We are pleased to have friends and supporters join us for our seventh annual afternoon tea.  This year the Dover Area Historical Society is honoring the family of Dr. Joseph Shanik, especially his wife, Mrs. Sylvia Shanik, who was the lady of the house from 1946 to 1960.  We are thrilled to have her three daughters with us today. 


Proceeds from this fundraiser will benefit the restoration and maintenance of the museum house, and a portion will be donated to the D.A.H.S. scholarship fund.


It is a pleasure to see some familiar faces at our tea each year and to welcome new guests.  As many of you know, spaces fill up fast.  If you hope to attend next year, please see Phyllis before you leave to make an advance reservation.  Tickets will go on sale in early August 2015.


Thank you for joining us.  Please feel free to browse and enjoy the photographs or to join us for one of our monthly meetings here at the museum house on the third Tuesday of each month, beginning at 7:30 P.M. New members and visitors are always welcome.

 Menu

A selection of caffeinated and decaf teas

Sandwiches
Alan’s cucumber rounds

Alice’s ham and cheese on potato rolls

Carole’s checkerboard delights

Linda’s turkey and cranberry sandwiches

Kathi’s favorite scones, cream and strawberry preserves

Desserts/Sweets
Betty’s creamy puffs

Cathie’s ________

Flavia’s chocolate chip cookies

Jeanne’s chocolate brownies

Phyllis’ date and nut bread with cream cheese

The D.A.H.S. Museum House and Its Inhabitants
The building which now serves as the museum house was built by Dr. Arthur W. and Caroline Condict in 1890 and his family lived here until the early 1920’s. The Condict family included four daughters: Mary Carroll; Rachel Hall; Lucy Coe; and Dorothy Gertrude.  The girls all graduated from Dover High School between 1911 and 1921.  Dr. Condict’s medical offices were on the first floor and the family resided on the second and third floors. After the Condict family left the house, Dr. William F. Costello and his family lived here.  Little is known about that period in the house’s history.   
ADD temple honor.  Clean up choppy sentences
In 1946, Dr. Joseph and Sylvia Shanik bought the house.  Dr. Shanik’s medical offices were on the first floor and the family lived on the second and third floors. The parking lot behind the house was a grassy area and the girls enjoyed playing there.  We are told that Mrs. Shanik especially enjoyed spending time in her flower garden.  Dr. Shanik sold the house to the First Memorial Presbyterian Church in 1963 for $1.00. Mrs. Shanik, who passed away in 2009,  and two of her daughters attended our first afternoon tea in 2008.  All three of her daughters are joining us today.   
In preparation for this tea, we asked the three Shanik sisters to share their memories of the house with us. As Carol spent her first twelve years here, she lived here the longest and has the most memories of the house and growing up on Blackwell Street.  The family lived upstairs from her dad's office and they had to be very quiet when he had office hours. Their mom had to have dinner ready by 5 o'clock since office hours started at 6.  Her mom's day was always busy.  Getting 3 kids up, fed and off to school could be a challenge....nursery school was in Denville and even though the old Northside school (which Carol attended until North Dover opened) was not that far, she wasn't permitted to walk to or from school. As they got older, they weren't all in the same school and her mom somehow managed their various schedules.  Furthermore, once the school day was over there were the after school activities she needed to get them to and from.  All that and dinner was on the table at 5!

They had a small backyard with a large maple tree.  Monday was laundry day and Mrs. Shanik could be found on the back porch hanging out the clothes to dry.  She loved the smell of fresh-air dried clothes and even when they moved and had a dryer, the outdoor clothesline was preferred in nice weather.  Her mom's relaxation was her garden.  It was just to the left side of the garage (which is no longer standing) and if she wasn't mowing the lawn (with the old push mower which moved to Park Heights Ave and remained in the garage until the house was sold), she could be found on her knees tending to the flowers or pulling weeds.

Blackwell St. was their playground.  All the merchants knew them and the girls rode their bikes and roller skated all around town. They could walk to the Baker Theater and Carol has fond memories of the Saturday afternoon double feature movies. Even better, they could walk to the Goody Shop and if they were good, their mom sometimes gave them a quarter to get some ice cream.

Middle sister, Susan graduated from Dover High School in 1968.  She pursued her passion for education by obtaining a BS degree from Syracuse University in elementary education in 1972 and a M.Ed. degree in special education from the University of Maryland in 1973.  She continued her graduate studies in administration at Montclair State and received certification as a principal and school administrator. Susan returned to Dover to teach fifth grade at East Dover Elementary School for one year before accepting a similar job with the Madison Public Schools.  In 1983, she accepted a position with the NJ Department of Education as an Education Program Specialist and was instrumental in creating its Academy for the Advancement of Teaching and Management.  Upon leaving there in 1989, she became a founding partner of Professional Dynamics, an educational consulting firm. 

Susan and her husband Ron moved to Rockaway Township in 1988 where they raised their two children, Brian who is now 25 and Erica 23.  It is there that she combined her commitment to education and her strong desire and family value for community service by being elected to the Rockaway Township Board of Education.  She is now fulfilling her sixth consecutive three-year term, having served for many years as its vice president.

Although the Shaniks moved from 55 West Blackwell when she was 9, Susan has fond memories of growing up here…walking to the Baker Theater and getting ice cream afterwards at the Goody Shoppe…to going to Newberry’s for pizza and a soda for 25 cents…to walking on the wooden floors of Woolworths…to getting shoes at Tip Top and Harris shoes stores…to going with her mom to Annie Fink for clothes…to freshly cut pine decorations at Christmas adorning the street…to parades down Blackwell Street…to waiting for the Lakeland Bus in front of White’s Drug Store…and waking up to church bells every Sunday morning.  This was her neighborhood…in a town where everyone knew and cared about everyone!  She feels extremely fortunate to have grown up during the 50’s on Blackwell!

The youngest sister, Nancy has very few recollections of the house on Blackwell Street as she only lived here the first four years of her life. After graduation from Dover High School, she completed her education at the University of Vermont and Tulane University Graduate School of Business, in New Orleans, LA.   Nancy pursued a career in banking and spent 31 years with Citigroup, primarily in New York City. Her career in banking allowed her to travel extensively and she was fortunate to actively be part of the growth in the financial services sector.  She held many positions but the largest part of her career was spent working with problem loans and distressed companies.  She really enjoyed the challenge of solving problems and fixing broken processes. 
2009 was a significant year for Nancy in that she dealt with sadness of losing her mother and the joy of marrying her partner, Tom Barry, after 11 years of a commuting relationship. Tom and Nancy met skiing in Killington, VT and they somehow successfully managed a long distance relationship between Boston and NYC.  Both are outdoor enthusiasts and they share a passion for big mountain skiing . Tom grew up on Buzzards Bay and is also a world-class offshore sailor.   In the off seasons, they enjoy golf and hiking.

In 2010, Nancy joined Tom in Fairhaven, MA, a small coastal town on the south coast of MA, not far from Providence RI.  She was recruited by Citizens Bank where she currently holds the position of Chief Risk Officer. She joined a number of colleagues from Citigroup who were installed as a new management team post the financial crisis.   Due to the fact they will be taking the bank public in the fall, Nancy is working much harder than she would like.  She will be part of the largest bank IPO in history…  a perfect ending to a  career in banking, as she plans to retire in late 2015.

Mrs. Shankik always told the story of how Gay Ginsberg found Nancy walking down Blackwell Street alone in her diaper!!  Apparently she had escaped from her play pen and wanted an adventure….  Sort of like the way she has lived her life!
If you have special memories of Mrs. Shanik or the family, you are certainly welcome to share them with Carol, Susan or Nancy during the 1:00 seating.  
                         Upcoming Events:
Friday and Saturday, October 11th  and 12th - Pathways to History.

  Historical museums throughout the area will be open from 10:00 AM to 4:00  PM on Saturday and 12:00 to 4:00 PM on Sunday.  Stop at our museum and pick up a map.  Take yourself on a self-guided tour of various historic locations. 
Tuesday, October 21st   -  DAHS Monthly Meeting at the museum. Program: “The Ghost Army” Come and hear some fascinating stories about WWII.

Tuesday, November 18th - DAHS Monthly meeting at the museum.  Program to be announced. 
Tuesday, December 17th : “Holiday Open House” 5:00-9:00 PM at the museum. Come and join friends and supporters of the historical society. Holiday cheer and plenty of treats. Please bring a donation or small gift for the museum house. Refreshments will be served.  

For information about any of the events listed above call 973 361-3525 or visit our website, www.doverhistoricalsociety.com.
DAHS Afternoon Tea Committee
Co-chairs: Phyllis Casey, Kathi Gilbert, and Alice Wagner
Committee members: Joan Bocchino, Bonnie Daboney, Jeanne Bishop DeMark, Betty Inglis, Linda Mullin, Cathie Van Orden

The Afternoon Tea Committee would like to thank all the generous people who donated their time, talent, services and door prizes.

some of these names may change or be omitted.
Dover High School Key Club ………...………………………………..…….Set up, movers, servers
Boy Scout Troop #64……………………………….……………………….………….Room set up, movers
Joan Bocchino……………………………………...……Design and Printing of Tickets and Flyers

Phyllis Casey……………………………………………..….………………..Reservations and Ticket Sales
Kathi Gilbert……………………………………………………..…………………….…..………..…..……… Programs 
Rick Kelly……………………………………………………………………………………….………………….Photography

Lillian Vega…………...........................................................................Chair covers and sashes

First Memorial Presbyterian Church ………………….……………….……………..……Parking Area

Joanne Swayze………………………………………………………………….…………..……………..Housekeeping
Scott Miller and Boy Scout Troop 64…………………………………..…….……….…..…Landscaping 
Rick Kelly, Bob Van Orden, Bob Wagner…………….………….……Event Special Assistants
DAHS “Men of Steel”…………….…........Carpentry, painting, furniture moving, etc.  

Bakers/Cooks/Food …. Alan Bocchino, Flavia Brock, Phyllis Casey,  Bonnie Daboney, Kathi Gilbert, Betty Inglis, Linda Mullin, Cathie Van Orden, and Carole Forbes Walker.  
Servers and Greeters…….Eve Casey, Kelsey Cloughley, Jeanne Bishop DeMark, Rebecca Inglis, Niomy Villa, and Carole Forbes Walker 
Special thanks to Rick Kelly for his technical support with photographs.
Donations and Door Prizes (as of September , 2014): Carolyn Bishop, Joan Bocchino, Eve Casey, Phyllis Casey, Costco Wholesale of Wharton, Bonnie Daboney, Dover Area Historical Society, Kathi Gilbert, Linda Mullin, Barbara Newman, Dorothy Roff, Diane Saitta, Stan Schoonmaker, Shop Rite – Rockaway/Dover, Ginny Shukailo, Alice Wagner, Mary Ann Waldek. 















